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Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: Friday 4th February 2022 
 
Title: Feedback and Evaluation report – Southport Walking and Cycling 

Routes 
 
Report of:  Andrew Dunsmore. 0151 9342766, Andrew.Dunsmore@sefton.gov.uk 
 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 
 1.1 To provide feedback on the Southport Walking and Cycling Routes 

Consultation recently completed for which funding has been secured from 
the Active Travel Fund Tranche 2. 

 
 1.2 The Panel have agreed to appraise the Feedback and Evaluation Reports 

in accordance with the standards of public engagement and consultation 
and will consider:- 

 

• How the activity was carried out; 
 

• the opinions of the people taking part on how they found the process; 
 

• The number of people who took part and the costs of the different 
methods of getting them involved;  
 

• How successful different methods were at getting the views of people 
who are not normally heard, for example, children, young people and 
people with disabilities; 
 

• How the results will be fed back to the public; and 
 

• How will the results influence policies and service plans. 
 
 

2.      Southport Walking and Cycling Routes  
 

2.1 To support COVID recovery a £250 million national fund for walking and 
cycling improvements was announced by the Department of Transport 
(DfT) in May 2020.  The DfT were keen to see that schemes were 
installed quickly in response to the pandemic to allow people to get about 
in a socially distanced manner.   

 
2.2 The Liverpool City Region Combined Authority (LCRCA) invited the local 

authorities to bid for funding from the Active Travel Fund by submitting 
details of potential schemes to be assessed and prioritised against a set 
of criteria. The criteria included proximity of the route to shops, 
businesses and schools and therefore the likelihood that the provision of 
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improved walking and cycling routes would encourage people to 
consider walking and cycling rather than using the car for short journeys. 

 
2.3  Following completion of the appraisal process the LCRCA confirmed that 

two routes which Sefton put forward for consideration -  Bootle Town 
Centre (Plan 1) and Southport Town Centre (Plan 2)  would be included 
on the list of schemes presented to the DfT. In June 2020 the LCRCA 
confirmed receipt from the DfT of an allocation of funding throughout the 
City Region. The letters confirmed that the Council would need to 
implement the scheme swiftly and would have 4 weeks to demonstrate 
that works have started and 8 weeks to have fully implemented the 
proposed measures. This was entitled Tranche 1 of the Active Travel 
Funding. 

 
2.4  The measures did attract some opposition; the principle concerns being 

that measures were introduced without consultation, that there is a direct 
loss of some parking and that the ‘No entry signs’ were being ignored by 
a number of motorists.  

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plan 1 
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2.5  In November 2020 DfT announced that a further (second) tranche of 

funding from the Active Travel Fund, was available for local authorities 
to bid for and an indicative allocation was made available to the LCRCA. 
Rather than go through a further assessment of possible routes 
throughout the City Region, the LCRCA reviewed the list of possible 
measures identified in the earlier exercise. They chose proposals which 
fulfilled the developed criteria and were most likely to attract use, 
particularly by people who may otherwise have chosen to drive. 

 
2.6  From this exercise, an extension to the Southport Town Centre Route 

(Plan 2) was identified as the proposal within Sefton to be submitted to 
the DfT. For the purpose of communications the extended routes put 
forward for Tranche 2 were referred to as Southport Walking and Cycling 
Routes.   

 
2.7 The Offer Letter from the DfT set out a number of conditions relating to 

the funding, this included the need to demonstrate board support 
amongst all key local stakeholders and undertake consultation for this 
Tranche of funding.  

 
2.8 The following plans show the Southport Walking and Cycling Routes 

which were bought forwards for consultation at this stage. Route 1 shows 
a route to the north of Southport towards Crossens and Route 2 is route 
south towards Ainsdale. These were the routes consulted upon as part 
of the Tranche 2 funding process. 

 
 

Plan 2 
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3. The Consultation Process 
 
 3.1 The Tranche 2 Consultation went live on 21st May 2021 with an original 

closing date planned for the 27th June; however, this was then extended 
until the 25th July 2021.  The original deadline for consultation proposals 
to be published was 11th December 2020. The proposals were developed 
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in conjunction with the Council’s Consultation and Engagement Lead are 
set out as part of the appendices within the Cabinet Member report which 
attached as Annex A. This Annex also refers to the findings from the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Regeneration and Skills) meeting on 
the 9th November. At this meeting it was noted that there was a need for 
“continuous dialogue to be held with appropriate Ward Councillors on the 
progression of proposals being developed using Active Travel Tranche 2 
funds”. 

 
 3.2 A paper approving the process was taken to and approved by PECP 

retrospectively in January 2021. The LCRCA and DfT also agreed that 
delaying the consultation to after Purdah seemed sensible despite an 
earlier assertion that the process should commence before March 2021.  

 
 3.3 The consultation process involved a wide range of public facing activities 

as follows: 
 

• Focus Groups 

• Young Advisors Research 

• Your Sefton Your Say / Your Streets online questionnaire 

• On request stakeholder meeting 
 

 3.3 In addition a suit of engagement materials and comprehensive 
communications package were developed which included: 

 

• An overall Your Street Your Say branding developed for all 
consultation and engagements associated with forthcoming projects 
as shown in Figure 1 below. 

• A leaflet distributed to properties along the route 

• A letter to stakeholders along the route with the offer of a meeting 

• Regular press releases associated with the consultation  

• Aerial video created for Route 1 and Route 2 

• Online advertising campaign with a focus on under 30’s 

• Social Media campaign 

• An easy read document – Annex B 

• Outdoor advertising campaign – bus stops / display hoardings / electric 
boards.   

• Posters / Cards left on community notice boards along the routes. 

• Leaflets distributed to Atkinson, Formby Library and Dunes 
Splashworld 

• Voluntary and Community Sector contacted with information   
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Figure 1 
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4. Summary of the Consultation Results 

 
 4.1 The Consultation results overall comprised a mixture of the following; 

• Your Sefton Your Say responses  

• Young Advisors Research with two High Schools, Greenbank High 
School and Birkdale High School.   

• 4 Focus Groups; Sefton First, Merseyside Cycling Campaign, 
Sefton Climate Action, Friends of the Earth 

• One stakeholder meeting 
  
 4.2 Your Sefton Your Say online survey summary results for both routes are 

available in Annex A.      
   
  There was a high number of response to the consultation for both routes. 

• Route 1 - Hesketh Park to the Plough – 1517 responses  

• Route 2 – Birkdale to Ainsdale - 1510 responses 
 
The most cited method of finding out about the online survey on our 
consultation hub was via a social media channel. The responses to the 
surveys was very mixed and overarchingly were negative across the board 
for both routes.  
 

 4.3 Below are examples of some of the ideas contained within the 
consultations which did receive more of a positive response, noting these 
were for Route 1 only.  There were no examples of ideas with a more 
positive response for Route 2.    

   
  Route 1 - Hesketh Park to the Plough 
 

• Park Crescent – Creating New Crossing Points for people to cross 
the road (1483 responses to this question) 695 (47%) responses 
were happy or very happy and 647 (44%) responses were not very 
happy or not happy at all.  The remaining 141 (9%) responses who 
responded to this question were undecided.  
 

• Park Crescent / Cambridge Road Roundabout – Creating new 
crossing points for people walking. (1486 responses to this 
question) 675 (45%) responses were happy or very happy and 678 
(46%) responses were not very happy or not happy at all.  The 
remaining 133 (9%) were undecided / didn’t know. 

 

• Cambridge Road – Reducing Clutter making pavements easier for 
people to use.  (1483 responses to this question) 725 (49%) 
responses were happy or very happy and 595 (40%) responses 
were not very happy or not happy at all.  The remaining 163 (11%) 
were undecided / didn’t know. 
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• Preston New Road – Upgrading the existing pedestrian refuges to 
make it easier for people to cross the road by putting in zebra 
crossings.  (1501 responses to this question) 699 (47%) responses 
were happy or very happy and 646 (43%) responses were not very 
happy or not happy at all. The remaining 156 (10%) were 
undecided / didn’t know. 

 
  4.4 Below are examples of some of the ideas contained within the   

 consultations which received a negative response for both routes.   
 
    Route 1 - Hesketh Park to the Plough 
   

• Churchtown Lights Junction – creating more space for people 
cycling through the junction – (1508 responses to this question) 250 
(17%) responses were happy or very happy and 1,213 (80%) 
responses were not very happy or not happy at all.  The remaining 
45 (3%) were undecided / didn’t know. 
 

• Preston New Road – creating a safe walking and cycling link to local 
schools along Preston New Road - (1500 responses to this 
question) 372 (25%) responses were happy or very happy and 
981(65%) responses were not very happy or not happy at all.  The 
remaining 147 (10%) were undecided / didn’t know. 

 

• Preston New Road – Upgrading the existing cycling lanes to meet 
new standards - (1500 responses to this question) 356 (24%) 
responses were happy or very happy and 1,026 (68%) responses 
were not very happy or not happy at all.  The remaining 118 (8%) 
were undecided / didn’t know.  

 
  Route 2 – Birkdale to Ainsdale  

 

• York Road – Creating quiet streets for people walking and cycling 
along York Road – (1508 responses to this question) 309 (20%) 
responses were happy or very happy and 1,147 (76%) responses 
were not very happy or not happy at all.  The remaining 52 (4%) 
were undecided / didn’t know. 

 

• Waterloo Road – Creating a safe walking and cycling route to 
Greenbank High School and Birkdale High School - (1508 responses 
to this question) 447 (30%) responses were happy or very happy and 
957 (63%) responses were not very happy or not happy at all.  The 
remaining 104 (7%) were undecided / didn’t know. 

 

• Waterloo Road – Creating family friendly cycle lanes on each side of 
the road along Liverpool Road to Ainsdale Roundabout – (1508 
responses to this question) 378 (25%) responses were happy or very 
happy and 1,061 (70%) responses were not very happy or not happy 
at all.  The remaining 69 (5%) were undecided / didn’t know. 
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 4.5 The Young Advisors Research on Your Streets (Annex C) included 

work with Greenbank High School and Birkdale High School.  The 
engagement included 19 pupils in total – 11 from Birkdale High School 
and 8 from Greenbank High School and was undertaken on Zoom.     

 
  Most participants arrived at school by car (37%) with walking being the 

next highest (26%) and then cycling (16%). Participants were asked 
about any potential hazards when walking and cycling to school, the 
following answers were highlighted; 

• Busy roads 

• Roundabouts and junctions 

• Suspicious people 

• Not enough bike lanes 

• No traffic lights in some places 
   
  95% of participants had access to a bike in a style that they would use. 

When asked was there anything that could make you feel safer when 
cycling independently the following answers were common;  

• More cycle paths 

• More ramps 

• No parked cars in cycle route 

• Better bike storage 

• Better bike locks 
   
 4.7 The Strategic Transportation Planning Unit also carried out a series of 

focus groups (Annex D) around general walking and cycling issues, 
which included a discussion on the walking and cycling routes as part of 
the wider group discussions. Some of the main take away point from the 
focus groups were as follows; 

 
   Merseyside Cycling Campaign 
 

• Support the role out of high-quality infrastructure across Sefton 
and Merseyside 

• People cycling should be provided with separate space as there is 
great speed differential between walking / cycling and vehicles 

 

People First 

• I am deaf and I cannot go on the road, so I need a separate space 
for cycling to ride my bike on.  The roads are too dangerous for 
me.  Would use routes which are separated by bollards 

• People ignore cycle lanes (painted on the road) and drive in them 
so separating cycle lanes is important 
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  Sefton Climate Action  

 

• The more walking and cycling routes we have across the 
borough the better and we need to be bold and expand routes 
across Sefton linking people to where they need to go.   

• Routes need to be well defined and continuous and not just stop 
when it gets tricky.  They need to link up to public transport and 
places people want to go such as town centres.   
 

   Liverpool Friends of the Earth 
 

• Walking and cycling are an issue of access – people with 
impaired mobility need to be included in the process and 
consideration of design guides.   

• Infrastructure needs to make sure that it facilitates and designs 
for cargo bikes as they can be a car replacement longer term.   

 
   
5. Feedback 
 
 5.1 The high-level results from the consultation process have been reported 

in the Cabinet Member Report Locality Services report of 10/01/22.  The 
recommendations of this report included. 

 
  (3) The proposals consulted upon are not progressed at this time, because 

the requirement of the funding for “broad support”, following consultation 
with all key local stakeholders, has not been demonstrated. 

 
  (4) That options for the implementation of improvements, facilitating Active 

Travel in Southport. including those suggested by residents through the 
  consultation process, be further explored in the context of developing 

plans under the Southport Town fund and the development of the 
proposed Low Carbon Transport Strategy and Active Travel Strategy for 
Sefton. 

 
  (6) That, subject to approval from the LCRCA and DfT, proposals for 

improvements to the cycle facilities along the A565 Formby By-Pass, to 
the immediate south of the junction with the Coastal Road, be further 
developed and consulted upon, with a view to delivering an alternative 
scheme with the Active Travel tranche 2 funding 

 
  (7) Discussions to be held with the Council’s Consultation and 

Engagement Panel, to inform the nature of future consultations, where 
fully representative response and broad consensus are required 

  
 5.2 The results of the consultation and the next steps will be reported back via 

Sefton Council’s  Consultation Hub in the We Asked, You Said, We Did 
section.   
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6. Future engagement 
 
 6.1 Exploring how to develop further the successful engagement by the Sefton 

Young Advisors in order to incorporate that into future policy and strategy 
work around travel.   

  
 6.2 Work is well underway on the Sefton School Streets Project which 

includes Stanley High School, Birkdale High School and Greenbank High 
School.  As part of this process pupils will undertake a Street Survey to 
look at how their walk or wheel to school could be improved.  Community 
development work with the whole school community, residents and 
stakeholders are a key part of this process.   

 
 6.3 Further engagement will be required on the alternative scheme along 

Formby By-pass as detailed in the Cabinet Member report attached. The 
scheme has limited frontages and very few stakeholders therefore it is 
proposed that a similar approach is adopted to that of the Small Scheme 
Consultation Process. This would include targeted letters being sent 
directly to key stakeholders and any properties in the direct vicinity.      

 
 6.4 Bolstering the engagement process including intercept surveys and a 

move towards polling may help to offer a more balanced view across the 
local community rather than a self-selection questionnaire which attracts 
a select profile of the community.  An analysis of the profile of responses 
to the self-selection questionnaire can be found in Appendix A– in 
summary this found that there is an under representation of those under 
the age of 29 and a slight under representation of people over 80.  The 
consultation received a greater proportion of responses from those in the 
middle age groups from age 40 to 79.    

 
 
 
7. Recommendations 
 

 7.1 The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel are recommended to 
 
  a) Note the contents of the report and feedback and evaluation forms 
 
  b)  Request that lead officers provide the Public Engagement and 

Consultation Team with the results and reports so that they can be 
uploaded onto the Consultation Hub. 

 
  c) Request that lead officer’s report to a future Panel meeting to update 

the panel as to any additional changes that have occurred as a result 
of the consultation feedback. 
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8.0 List of Annexes 
 

Annex  Title 

Annex A Cabinet Member Report – Southport Walking and Cycling 
Consultation and Active Travel Tranche 2. 

Annex B Easy Read Leaflet 

Annex C Young Advisors Research 

Annex D Focus Group Findings 
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Annex A– Cabinet Member 
Report – Southport Walking 
and Cycling Consultation and 
Active Travel Tranche 2.  
 
https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/documents/s107193/Southport%20W
alking%20and%20Cycling%20Consultation%20and%20Active%20Tr
avel%20Tranche%202.pdf 

   

https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/documents/s107193/Southport%20Walking%20and%20Cycling%20Consultation%20and%20Active%20Travel%20Tranche%202.pdf
https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/documents/s107193/Southport%20Walking%20and%20Cycling%20Consultation%20and%20Active%20Travel%20Tranche%202.pdf
https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/documents/s107193/Southport%20Walking%20and%20Cycling%20Consultation%20and%20Active%20Travel%20Tranche%202.pdf
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Annex B – Easy Read Versions  
 

 

 

Southport Walking and Cycling Routes 

 

 

We want to make the roads and streets 

easier for everyone to move around.   

 

We want people to be able to walk and 

cycle around Southport to get to where they 

want or need to go.   

 

 

 

We are asking people their views about the 

walking and cycling routes we are planning 

in Southport.   

 

You can tell us what you think until Sunday 

20th June 2021. 

 

You can tell us what you think in different 

ways.  

 

You can fill in an online form at Your Sefton 

Your Say and search for Your Streets.   

 

 

 

 

You can ring the council on  

0345 140 0845 and someone from the team 

will call you back to take your views.  
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We have different formats available please 

email us or call us to tell us how we can help 

you.   

 

 

The Government recognises that walking 

and cycling more, especially for short 

journeys, is good for our health.  

 

 

 

The Council has declared a climate 

emergency and changing the way we do 

things including how we travel is key to 

tackling the climate emergency. 

 

You can find out more by going to the 

Sefton Council website and searching for 

Climate Emergency. 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/environmental-

protection/energy-and-

environment/climate-emergency/       

 

 

Our vision for Sefton is that we will have lots 

of walking and cycling friendly routes and 

which we can all use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Walking and cycling is good for our health 

and is a good way for us to exercise and to 

get to where you need to go. 

 

Lots more people have been walking and 

cycling recently. 

 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/environmental-protection/energy-and-environment/climate-emergency/
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/environmental-protection/energy-and-environment/climate-emergency/
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/environmental-protection/energy-and-environment/climate-emergency/
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The Government have given Sefton Council 

£700,000 to make the routes.    

 

There is another fund of money from the 

Government which we hope to have 

available for us to put towards the £700,000 

to complete the work on the routes. 

 

The money can only be used on the routes 

and cannot be used on anything else. 

 

 

The £700,000 the Government has given us 

must be spent by the 31st March 2022.  

 

This means the parts of the route being 

funded by this money must be completed 

by then.   
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The Routes 

 
 

 

 
 

We already have walking and cycling 

routes in Southport from Birkdale to 

Hesketh Park.  

 

Which is along the following roads; 

 

• Talbot Street 

• Wesley Street 

• Tulketh Street 

• Chapel Street 

• Houghton Street 

• Queens Road 

 



 

Page 18 of 44 

 
 

We are looking to provide new walking 

and cycling routes.   

 

We want to make new routes which 

continue from the ones we already 

have.   

 

 

 

We will make the new walking and 

cycling routes by making changes to 

the streets to make them healthier.   

 

Making them healthier means they are 

nicer to spend time in and to walk or 

cycle along.  This is called the Healthy 

Streets initiative.   

 

We will do a check on all the routes to 

see how healthy they are.     

 

 
 

For people walking we want to make 

changes so that everyone who wants 

to walk can.  Our plans and ideas for 

people walking include; 

• Taking out poles like street signs 

which are no longer needed. 

• Making the distance to cross side 

roads sorter, by making the footway 

wider. 

• Making it easier for people to cross 

the road and cross at junctions. 

• Adding in places to rest and more 

shade and shelter.   

• Creating quiet streets by removing 

through traffic.  This means traffic 

only going to a place or house 

along that street will use it.  This will 
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make the street a nice place to be 

and to walk or cycle along. 

 

For people cycling we want to make 

sure that the routes are suitable for 

everybody and all types of cycles that 

people may want to use.    

Our plans and ideas for people cycling 

include; 

• Wide cycle lanes  

• Creating quiet streets by 

removing through traffic and 

making them access only.  This 

will mean only traffic going to a 

place or house along that street 

will use it.  

• Cycle signage 

• Cycle Parking 

 

 

The route we have from Birkdale to 

Hesketh Park is already being well used 

by people walking and cycling.   

 

We count the number of walking and 

cycling trips on our routes. You can see 

the numbers of trips on this webpage;  

 

http://activetravelsefton.co.uk/active-

travel-routes-monitoring/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://activetravelsefton.co.uk/active-travel-routes-monitoring/
http://activetravelsefton.co.uk/active-travel-routes-monitoring/
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Our Plans and our ideas for the routes  

 There are a few routes we have 

ideas about. 

 

Route 1 - Hesketh Park to Plough 

Roundabout. 

 

Passing 

• Churchtown traffic lights and 

shops. 

• Marshside Primary School. 

• Churchtown Nursery. 

• Presfield and Merefield schools 

• Preston New Road Post Office 

• Latter-Day Saints Meeting 

House?   

• Fairhaven Road junction shops; 

Langdons / Laundrette / 

Croppers Hair Design.   

 

 
 

Route 2.1 – Birkdale to Ainsdale 

Roundabout via York Road and 

Liverpool Road 

 
 

Using Hollybrook Road, Aughton 

Road, York Road, Trafalgar Road 

and Greenbank Drive and Waterloo 

Road and Liverpool Road to 

Ainsdale Roundabout.   

 

Passing; 
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The Grange Surgery 

• St Josephs Catholic Church 

• Smedley Hydro. 

• Southport and Birkdale Sports 

Club. 

• Greenbank High School. 

• Hillside Train Station.  

• Hillside Village. 

• Southport Rugby Club. 

• Our Lady of Lourdes RC 

Church. 

• Hillside Train Station.  

• Birkdale High School. 

• Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

• Liverpool Road Cemetery. 

• Southport Rugby Club. 

• Toby Carvery. 

 

 

Route 2.2; Birkdale to Hillside Shops 

via Alma Road and Dover Road 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Using Aughton Road (From York 

Road), Upper Aughton Road, Alma 

Road, Birkdale Village (Liverpool 

Road), Welbeck Road, Walmer 

Road, Crosby Road, Dover Road 

and Hillside Road  

 

Passing; 

• Upper Aughton Railway 

Crossing. 

• McCains 

• Kellen's butchers 

• Ka Yoga Studio 

• Birkdale Shops 
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 • Sunflowers Nursery 

• The Pines 

• Headlines 
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Route 1- Hesketh Park to the Plough Roundabout  

 

 
 

 

Our plans and ideas – Route 1 - Hesketh Park to Plough Roundabout 

 

 
 

Park Crescent 

 

We would like to put in new crossing points to 

make it easier to get across the road to get 

to Hesketh Park.     

 

We would like to add in a new separate 

family friendly cycle lane on the park side of 

the road for two way cycling. 

 

For people who drive and want to park, car 

parking will only be on the side of the road 

where the houses are.   
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Cambridge Road 

 

Along Cambridge Road we would like to 

make the distance you have to walk to cross 

the side streets shorter.   

 

We would like to put in more places to stop 

and rest and create more shade and shelter.     

 

We would like to close Little Bibby Road to 

vehicles and make this only for people 

walking and cycling.   

 

 

Churchtown Lights 

 

At Churchtown lights we would like to make 

this junction easier for people to cross and for 

people to cycle through. We will do this by 

reducing vehicle lanes and creating safe 

space for people cycling within the junction. 

 

  

Preston New Road  

 

For people walking our ideas include 

changing the crossing points so people can 

walk across in one go.  Making Preston New 

Road better to cross.   

 

For people cycling our ideas include 

upgrading the cycle route which is already 

there to meet national standards.   

 

This will include providing wider family friendly 

cycle lanes which are separated from traffic.  
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As the route gets closer to the Plough 

Roundabout the route for people cycling will 

follow the hedge and then go to the 

roundabout.   

  

North Road / Fairhaven Road junciton 

 

For people walking and cycling our plans 

and ideas include changing the mini 

roundabout at North Road, Fairhaven Road 

to a traffic light-controlled junction with push 

buttons for people crossing.   

 

This will make the junction easier for everyone 

to use.   
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Route 2. – Birkdale to Ainsdale Roundabout via  

1. York Road and Liverpool Road  

2. via Alma Road and Dover Road 

 

 
 

 

Our Plans and Ideas – Birkdale to Ainsdale Roundabout via York Road 

and Liverpool Road   

 

 

 

 

Aughton Road  

 

On Aughton Road, our plans and 

ideas include reducing the width of 

the road to make sure the people 

walking and cycling feel safer.    

 

We will also look to formalise parking 

to reduce pavement parking.   

 

This will help to make the road a nicer 

route to walk and cycle.     
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We also want to reduce the distance 

for people walking to cross York Road 

and Hollybrook Road at Aughton 

Road.   

 

We will do this by making the 

pavement bigger. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

York Road  

 

Our plans and ideas include making 

York Road a quiet street, which will 

mean we will look to remove through 

traffic.   

 

We will do this by placing a filter on 

the road.   The filter will be on York 

Road on both side of the junction with 

Weld Road.   

 

This means you will not be able to turn 

into or out of York Road at this junction 

if you are driving. 

 

If you are walking or cycling you will 

be able to go straight on along York 

Road or turn up Weld Road.   

 

If you get the bus your journey will not 

change as the bus route and the 

stops will stay the same.   

 

You will still be able to get to all 

properties by car or van but you will 

not be able to drive along the full 

length of York Road.  
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Trafalgar Road  

 

Our plans and ideas include making 

Trafalgar Road a quiet street.   

 

We will do this by placing a filter on 

the road.    

 

The filter to remove through traffic will 

be at the junction with Grosvenor 

Road on the south side of the junction.  

 

 

 
 

This means if you are in a car or van 

you will not be able to drive past the 

Grosvenor Road Junction on Trafalgar 

Road you will have to take another 

driving route.   

 

If you are walking or cycling you will 

be able to continue along Trafalgar 

Road.      

 

You will still be able to get to all 

properties by car or van but you may 

have to take a different route.   

 

You will not be able to drive along the 

full length of Trafalgar Road.   
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Greenbank Drive  

 

Our ideas include making Greenbank 

Drive a quiet street.   

 

There will be no filters on Greenbank 

Drive but the filters on the other streets 

will make Greenbank Drive quieter.   

 

You will still be able to get to all 

properties by car or van.   

 

 
 

Greenbank High School 

 

This walking and cycling route will link 

directly to Greenbank High School, 

helping pupils to walk and cycling to 

school independently / by themselves.    

 

 

 

Waterloo Road from Greenbank Drive  

 

Our plans and ideas include the 

creation of family friendly cycle lanes 

linking to Greenbank Drive and along 

Waterloo Road.   

 

On the bridge one cycle lane will 

need to be on the wide footway.  It 

would be too expensive to move the 

edge of the road to make enough 

room on the road for people cycling.    

 

The cycle lane on the footway would 

be separated from people walking 

and this would mean less space for 

people walking on one side of the 

bridge. 
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Liverpool Road / Carr Lane Junction  

 

Our ideas for this junction include 

making it safer and easier for people 

walking and cycling to use.   

 

  

 
 

 

Birkdale High School 

 

This walking and cycling route will link 

directly to Birkdale High School, 

helping pupils to walk and cycle to 

school independently/ by themselves.    

 

 

Liverpool Road  

 

Our plans and ideas include looking at 

where we could put benches to 

provide places to stop and rest. 

 

 

For people cycling our plans and 

ideas include creating family friendly 

cycle lanes on both sides of the road.   
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Route 2.2 – Via Alma Road and Dover Road 

 

 

 
 

 

Upper Aughton Road  

 

On Upper Aughton Road our plans 

and ideas include reducing the width 

of the road and make a safe right turn 

for people cycling at the junction with 

Alma Road. This will help to reduce 

vehicle speeds.   

 

We will also look to make parking bays 

to reduce pavement parking.   

 

 

Alma Road 

 

Our plans include making Alma Road 

a quiet street.  This will mean putting a 

filter at the Liverpool Road end of 

Alma Road.   

 

This will make Alma Road quieter and 

nicer for people walking and cycling 

to the Village. It will also help to 

reduce the speed of vehicles as it will 

not be a through route anymore.   

 

Vehicles will not be able to access 

Liverpool Road from Alma Road.   

 

 

Birkdale Village  

 

In Birkdale Village our plan and ideas 

include making it easier for people to 

cross the road. 

 

We will also look to add in new cycle 

parking in the village. 
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Welbeck Road, Walmer Road and 

Crosby Road  

 

As Welbeck Road, Walmer Road and 

Crosby Road are already very quiet 

our plans are to add direction signs. 

We will try our best not to put in new 

poles and use what is already there.   

 

The signs will help people cycling 

know where they are going.   

 

 
 

Dover Road. 

 

Our ideas include making Dover Road 

a quiet street.    

 

We plan to put in a filter near to the 

bridge steps.  This will stop through 

traffic making the street quieter and 

nicer to walk and cycle along. 

 

You will still be able to get to all 

properties by car or van and receive 

deliveries, but you will not be able to 

drive along the full length of Dover 

Road or onto Hillside Road.   
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Hillside Road. 

 

Our plans and ideas include making 

Hillside Road a quiet street.   

 

We plan to put in a filter near to the 

bridge steps.  This will stop through 

traffic making the street quieter and 

nicer to walk and cycle along. 

  

You will still be able to get to all 

properties by car or van but you will 

not be able to drive along the full 

length of Hillside Road onto Dover 

Road.   
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Annex C – Young Advisors 
Research  
  



 

Page 35 of 44 

Annex D – Focus Groups on 
Your Streets 
 

Merseyside Cycling Campaign / Cycling UK  

Date: 28/06/2021 

Venue: Zoom 
 

 

About MCC 

• Merseyside Cycling Campaign represents over 1,600 members across 
Merseyside and were established in 1984.  

• Vision – Vision that walking and cycling is part of a sustainable transport system 
with benefits for everyone” it’s about safety and making cycling accessible. 

• Support the role out of high-quality infrastructure across Sefton and Merseyside.   

• Overall MCC have a concept view that Sefton have better cycling rates and 
provision than other areas across Merseyside. 

• MCC are linked with key advocates of cycling by all types of cycle- including 
“hand cranked” cycles, cargo bikes, trikes etc….. 

 
Merseyside Cycling UK 

• Represent over 16,000 members and rides go out and travel through Sefton on a 
regular basis 

 
Planning  

• It’s often the perception of MCC that cycle infrastructure by the time it gets to 
public consultation is a “fair accompli” and earlier engagement at the design 
stage would be good? 

 
Infrastructure should;  

• Ensure facilities are usable by hand cranks and trailers and specially adapted 
bikes for carrying cargo 

• Needs to be safe and of a very high standard – alike to London 

• New routes are vital 

• People cycling should be provided with separate space as there is great speed 
differential between walking / cycling and vehicles.  

• The previous SUDS funded section on Regent Road is good provision and this 
type needs to be mirrored elsewhere. 
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• Led rides needed to give adults confidence to cycle in traffic etc.  Stated lots of 
people want to start cycling but have barriers and need support to get back out 
on main routes etc.. 

• Scooters – need to be considered on all types of cycling infrastructure as they will 
no doubt use it as this is rolled out across the UK. 

• Very important message came for this group that infrastructure needs to go hand 
in hand with training and confidence building. 

• On wider issues of cycling routes across the borough the need to links up green 
spaces and to look in area of more deprivations around Bootle / Seaforth / 
Litherland etc is key issues and anything that can address health and other 
inequalities would be welcomed. 

 
Maintenance 

• This is a big issue 

• The routes around Bootle need attention – Regent Road – overhanging foliage 
cutting back, sweeping  

• Fisherman’s path is generally overgrown too and needs cutting back 

 
Support; 

• Currently rides offered locally don’t carer for starters, there is a gap or organised 
starter rides 

 
Future Routes / Planning;  

• The need to improve routes from Seaforth to and through the Dock Road need 
co-ordination with Liverpool CC and this could be part of the ATS for Sefton. 

 

People First - Focus Group  

Date: Tuesday 25th May 2021 

Venue: Via Zoom 
 

• Community also deal with a lot of violence and hate crime on the streets – 
personal safety and hate crime is an issue in relation to safe walking and cycling 
routes – especially the canal.   

• Some cycle routes I know are not safe and need more people using them – 
especially off-road routes. 

• I am deaf and I cannot go on the road, so I need a separate space for cycling to 
ride my bike on.  The roads are too dangerous for me.  Would use routes which 
are separated by bollards. 

• People ignore cycle lanes (painted on the road) and drive in them so separating 
cycle lanes is important.   
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• Greater use of public transport would be good and if you want more people 
walking – more police on the streets to stop gangs.   

• Not everyone lives near to safe walking and cycling routes it needs to be easier 
to access safe routes. 

• For people that are blind there should be more colours to help tell people there 
are kerbs coming up. 

• When we go out we need to ask how accessible is it for people with disabilities – 
I think there has been an improvement in accessibility for people with disabilities. 

• Routes need to be well lit to help people feel safe and remove anxiety in relation 
to walking and cycling.  

• Street lighting is key and tracks need to be of good surface.  Security issues are 
key for the group.  Feeling safe is key.   

• Security at destinations is key – a member provided an example of where their 
bike was stolen from the People First building.   

• All members of the group walk and a few cycle. 

• Members skateboard and would like more places to do this across the borough. 

• Members have tried cycling around Litherland Sports Park – wheels for all. 

• I would like to cycle where there are cycle routes – but there are not any around 
me. 

• I would use a three wheeler but I don’t have one – if you wanted to make the 
most of the tracks in Southport and Crosby a hire for an adapted bike would open 
up opportunities for people who do not have an adapted bike.   

• I would have a go of the routes if they had the means to i.e. proper cycle tracks 
and the right adapted bike. 

• Lanes need to be defined so it is clear.  More social media to make people feel 
comfortable and not be ashamed and make people more aware – the lines are 
not clear – and they need to be.   

• If I am walking sometimes, I will walk on the cycling bit, needs to be better set out 
– clear signs where the path goes and where you can stop off at.  

• Signing makes you feel safer and confident to explore more to new spaces. 

• Need more public toilets along routes – this is a barrier to getting out and about – 
they need to be fit for purpose, clean with loo rolls and washing facilities etc. 

• Barriers on Cheshire Lines – didn’t find them a problem but had to get off the bike  

• The group will give feedback to the Council if there are any barriers which 
prevent people from accessing groups.   

• Braille on pathways for people so they know where they are going, and which 
part is a bike lane. 

• The group have discussed air in lots of important meeting in Sefton.   

• Fumes of cars in relation to clean air are an issue 
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• Pavement parking creates a problem 

 

 

Sefton Climate Action Group  

Date: Tuesday 25th May 2021 

Venue: Via Zoom 
 

• One of Climate Action groups action areas is around Transport and Active 
Travel.   

• The more walking and cycling routes we have across the borough the better.   

• Routes need to be well defined and continuous and not just stop when it gets 
tricky.  They need to link up to public transport and places people want to go 
such as town centres.   

• Creating walkable and 20-minute neighbourhoods is key.   

• We need to be bold and expand routes across Sefton linking people to where 
they need to go.   

• Creating a default policy of every street being cycle friendly unless there is a 
significant reason why this cannot be done is a good way to start.  Cars 
should not rule.   

• Truly walkable areas need street furniture to make the journey to be enjoyable 
– new housing estate adding play facility along a journey – planning for 
younger people making it an enjoyed experience.   

• Roads are simply not safe enough and put people off walking and cycling and 
so those journeys are then undertaken by car.  This is why we have so many 
cars per household.   

• There was the view that if you ask people generally if they want better cycle 
lanes and improved footways you would get a positive response however 
when you take a specific scheme forward then people are less likely to be in 
support of the proposals. 

• More local campaigns around Climate and how this links to active travel is 
needed so it brings peoples awareness to the subject.  We have seen a lot 
about COVID – we need something of this level for Climate Change.   

• There was consensus that private cars could not be banned but that the way 
they are used needs rethinking.  The use of carpooling and co-ownership was 
raised.  An example was provided of a community who had set up a voluntary 
car-pool to help older people in the community to get out and about to 
appointments and to go shopping.   

• Businesses need to be reassured that increases in people walking and cycling 

means more spend. Take them head on and consult with them and ask them 

what their problems are.   
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Liverpool Friends of the Earth  

Date: Wednesday 16th June 2021 

Venue: zoom 
 

Liverpool Foe is a local Foe group what meets every 3rd Wednesday.  Environmental 
& Social justice, events; local national and global campaigns. 
   

• When the pop up cycle lanes went in our group along with 20 others wrote to 
Sefton Council in support of these measures.  Liverpool FoE maintain their 
support for walking and cycling improvements. 

• FoE are supportive of what we are trying to do and welcome working with use 
at a grass roots level 

• The fact that the CA have not convened the Active Travel Forum must have 
hindered progress for Sefton – this would provide a safe space for positive 
messages to percolate to the community 

• The discourse around active travel doesn’t seem to include walking.  

• Walking and cycling are an issue of access – people with impaired mobility 
need to be included in the process 

• The consultation says ‘family friendly’ this needs to be more explicit as people 
will identify as many different types of user.  A lot of these improvement will 
benefit many.   

• Easier access for all is more prominent now that it has been with recent 
design guides being published 

• Infrastructure needs to make sure that it facilitates and designs for cargo 
bikes as they can be a car replacement longer term.   

• We may have confidence that if we are saying family friendly cycle routes that 
the institutional and organisational issues around inclusion and disability are 
being taken seriously 

• Noticed issues around car drivers and cycle lanes and how have you 
prepared for this?  It is about making things better for everyone and having 
answers to all these things before they come 

• It is very adversarial the way the papers are portraying it.  

• The notion that people will not visit Southport by cycle is false.  The Trans 
Pennine trail finishes in Southport and this is a key cycling tourist attraction.   

• This process needs to be more collaborative as people do not want to be told 
what to do – from the top down.   
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• There is a cycling group which departs Dunes and this would be a good place 
to start to get quotes from people to help to change the conversation in the 
papers 

• There needs to be greater understanding of what is going on around air 
quality.  The data being captures is not being released to the public.   

• Happy to see more air quality data being captured alongside interventions on 
travel and transport.   
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Annex E – Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee 
(Regeneration and Skills) – 
Southport Walking and 
Cycling Consultation and 
Active Travel Tranche 2. 
 

https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/documents/s106040/Southport%20Walking%20and%20Cyclin

g%20Consultation%20and%20Active%20Travel%20Tranche%202.pdf   

 

https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=767&MId=10410&Ver=4   

https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/documents/s106040/Southport%20Walking%20and%20Cycling%20Consultation%20and%20Active%20Travel%20Tranche%202.pdf
https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/documents/s106040/Southport%20Walking%20and%20Cycling%20Consultation%20and%20Active%20Travel%20Tranche%202.pdf
https://modgov.sefton.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=767&MId=10410&Ver=4

